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other names/site number 

2. Location 
State Road 152Z~ 

Ownership of Property 

[i] private 
o public-local 
D public-State 
D pu blic-Federal 
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Category of Property 

D building(s) 
[!] district 
Dsite 
D structure 
Dobject 
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Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
6 2 buildings 
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1 

8 

___ structures 

_-,:::-_ objects 
__ 2 __ Total 

NarT1e of re!ated m-IJltiple pr,operty listing..; 
HlstorJ_c ana Arctntecural l{esources of Granville 

Number of contributing resources Oreviously 
listed in the National Hp.nl~tp.r ____ _ 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
[]gf,omination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opi '0 \ prop y Does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuati0r;,.fh~y. /' 
I· 1-2'1-66 

----~=----------
Signature of certifying official Date 

State Historic Preservat Officer 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

D entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. D See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
Dother, (explain:) ________ _ 

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic-single dwelling 
Agrlctilture/Subslstence 

Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Federal 
Greek RevlvaI 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Fun9tions. (enter cqtegQIj~s from instructions) 
Domestlc-slngle dwell1ng 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

fou ndation _b_r_l_· c~lr-(_..----_-"-__________ _ 
walls ___ \V_e_a_t_h_e_r_b_o_a_r_d __________ _ 

roof ____ m_e_t_a~I--------------------
other ____ -,w_o_o~d~--------------------------

brick 

[Xl See continuation sheet 
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Through a grove of oaks edged by a scattering of plantation 
and bright leaf era outbuildings, at the end of an unpaved lane, 
5 tan d s the Co 1 . Ric h a 'r"' d P. T a y 1 0 'r" H 0 use? the m 0 s t s t 'r"' i kin 9 , 
i 'nt act Fede'r"'a 1 / ec.'H"'1 y G'r"'eek I~ev i va 1 st y 1 e pr"'oper"'t yin G'r"'anv i 11 e 
County. Its front facad~still spanned in its entirety by a 
flush sheathed, pedimented gable, the exterior of the house is 
virtually unchanged since its construction, retaining its 
entablature-topped surrounds and Federal style, lunette-crowned, 
pediment window. Its interior finish is equally fine and intact, 
its I=- e de r"' a 1 and ear'" 1 y G 'r"' e e I·{ Rev i v~.;\ 1 sty 1 e rn ant e 1 s, s t air"' s ? door'" s 
a 1'", d 5 U Y' r"' 0 un d s r"' eta i n i n g rn u c h 0 f the i r"' 0 r'" i gin a 1 rn a r"' b lei z i n g and 
woo d --, g )'"' a i n i n g . Set g 'r"' a c i 0 us 1 Y b a c k f r"' 0 m the 'r"' 0 ad, the h 0 use' s 
historical integrity is accented by its accompaniment of bright 
leaf era tobacco barns and by three earlier mortised and tenoned 
out b u i 1 din 9 5 ,on e p e 'r .... hap s 0 'r"' i gin a I I Y a n a i)'''' c U 'r"' e t 0 b ace 0 b a'r"' n ~ 
t hat a p pea 'r"' t 0 d ate f r'" 0 mar .... 0 u 1'"1 d the tim e 0 fit 5 co Y, 5 t 'r" U c t ion. 

Deftly finished woodwork adorns the main block of the twa
story house and its one-story east wing. The nine-over-nine 
windows of both the three-bay wide and deep main block and the 
srlla 11 e'r"' wing a'r"'e topped by o'r"nat e ent ab 1 at u'r"'es and P'r"'ot ect ed by 
original or early shutters. Brick laid in Flemish bond forms the 
two rear chimneys of the main block, the gable end chimney of the 
wing and even most of the house's foundation; part of the wing's 
foundation is laid in common bond. The wing is said to have been 
built not long after the main block's construction, a suggestion 
born out by a finish nearly identical to that of the house. A 
one-story ell to the rear of the main block dates from the 
t v-J e 1", tie t h c e n t u 'r'" Y . The 0 'r"' i gin all y de t a c he d , 'r'" e c tan 9 u 1 a 'r'" , gab 1 e 
roofed kitchen affixed to its rear, however, has a simple Greek 
Revival style finish - raised rectilinear surrounds, two-panel 
doors, plain post and lintel mantel - that indicates a mid
n'i 1'"let eent h cent u'r"'y const 'r"'uct ion d at e. 

The rllost except i ona 1 feat u'r"'e of t he ext e'r"'i 0)· ... of the dVJe 11 i ng 
is not its entablature-topped windows, Flemish bond brickwork or 
f 1 an kin 9 win 9 -- f eat u 'r"' e 5 f 0 un d at 'r"' a 'r .... e 0 c cas i 01'"1 sat 0 the 'r"' horn e s 
of pIa )"", t e r'" s e 1 sew hey' e i nth e co un t y - b IJ t 'r"' at he)""' its p e d i fI1 e n ted 
gab J. e f 'r"' 0 n t " T his p e d i rn e nt" w h i c h top s the f 'r .... 0 nt fa cad e , i s 
filled with a triangle of flush laid boards. It is pierced at 
its center by a lunette-crowned window handsomely and ornately 
decorated with a projecting keystone and capitals, toothed 
moldIngs and delicate tracery. 
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Inside, the house is finished with an intact mixture of 
Federal and early Greek Revival style motifs and arranged in a 
pIa '(I un i que i nth e co un t y " Des i 9 n e cI 1 ike a sid e --hal 1 p 1 a Y'I 
l'"'ot at ed 90 deg\'"'ees, t he house has a ha 11 way st \'"'et ched aCr"oss its 
front that holds an open run of stairs and that opens at its rear 
into two side by side rooms. (The rotated nature of the plan is 
app-':H"ent when cornpal''''ed wit h a vi l' ... t ua 11 y i dent' i ca 1 house bu i 1 t to 
the sou t hat the sam e tim e f 0 \'"' Col. T a y I 0 l"" S hal f,- b 1'"' 0 the)'''' , 
Archibald; it displays a formally proper side-hall plan. The 
rigor of the plan shunted the potentially imposing pedimented 
gable of Archibald's house to the side elevation, perhaps 
explaining the rotation of the plan at Richard?s house, which 
a p pea)''' 5 fell''' mol''"' est \''' i kin 9 w he )'-1 a p p \'"' 0 a c he d f l'" 0 111 the \''' 0 ad. ) The 
Greek Revival informs the window and door surrounds, which are 
constructed of a variety of symmetrical posts and linte.ls ancl 
decorated cornerblocks. Five flat panels, slightly raised on the 
reverse, form the handsomely wood-grained doors, and early Greek 
Revival style motifs - hints of cornerblocks and slender columns 
- adorn the mantels of the two main downstairs rooms. Late 
Federal style' mantels serve the wing room and the two upstairs 
rooms of the main block. The hallway is handsomely finished with 
scallop-end stairs and flush-sheathed wainscoting convincingly 
decorated with black, marbleized baseboards. 

A)"I e a \''' 1 Y rI1 0 \'",'c i sea n d t e '(Ion s rn 0 k e II 0 use C II I lion at t a c he d 
s k etc h fI1 a p J, wit h so m e 0 fit sin s u 1 at i '(I gin f ill 0 f d i \''' t \'"' e fIl a i n i n 9 
between its closely set studs and walls, stands to the rear of 
the house [HJ. A more unusual outbuilding is the large two-story 
frame structure CGJ raised upon a brick foundation standing to 
the h 0 use? s f 1''' 0 n t . I nap pea l'" a '(I c e s i rn i 1 a\''' to, i f m 0 \''' e sub s tan t i a J. 
than, innumer~ble packhouses in the county - tobacco was indeed 
later stored in the structure - the building is said to have been 
a pigeon house i Y'I the n i )1"1(~t eent h cent Ul'"'y.. Th i s funct i 01'1 pe)'''haps 
explains the wooden bars remaining at some of its windows and its 
finished interior, though if pigeons did ~oost there, their 
a c corn rn 0 d at ion s w E~ )'" e sup e 1''' i 0 \''' tot h 0 s e 0 f rn any 0 f the co IJ n t y' ~,; 

h urn a 1'"1 1'"' e~; ide n t s " A t II i 1''' d P \'"' e --C i viI W a \'"' 0 u t b u i 1 din 9 i sal a)"" 9 e 
mortised and tenoned, weatherboarded building [EJ standing in 
f)'"' 0 n t 0 f the h 0 use at the e d g e 0 f the 0 a k g 1'"' 0 Y e . Use d d d Y' i n g the 
b 1''' i g h tIe a f e to, a a sap a c k h 0 use, i t rn a y by 0 n e 0 f the few 
surviving air cure tobacco barns in the county; it is quite 
s i rn i I a\''' i n f 0 \'"' rn and a p pea \'"' a n c e tot he put at; i ve ail'"' - c u 1'"' e b a \'"' n 
standing at the Marcus Royster House, a mid-nineteenth century 
plantation seat standing in the northwestern part of the county. 
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Five later outbuildings stand from the bright leaf era, an early 
twentieth century contributing frame corn crib [FJ, two early 
twentieth century contributing log tobacco barns [A and 8J and 
two frame tobacco barns [C and DJ less than 25 years old that do 
not contribute to the property. 



of 

Dnationally 

property in relation to other properties: 

D statewide [Xl locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria ~A DB [JIc D D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DAD B Dc D D D E D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 

Architectllre 
AgriCllltllre 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 

18308-1937 

CW~Aal Affiliation 

Architect/Builder 

nnknown 

Significant Dates 

1830s 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[i] See continuation sheet 
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The pedimented front facade of the transitional 
Federal/early Greek Revival style Col. Richard P. Taylor House is 
the most completely realized, intact Federal style exterior of 
any property in Granville County. The house's interior is one of 
the finest and most complete local examples of the early Greek 
Revival style, with additional late Federal style decorative 
features also still intact. Both interior and exterior combine to 
make the dwelling one of the most architecturally significant 
surviving from Granville County~s plantation era. (See 
associated Property Types 1 Georgian and Federal Style 
Dwellings - and 2 - Greek Revival and Roma~tic Style Dwellings) 
The deftly worked exterior - the entablature-topped surrounds, 
the F 1 Ern ish bond t"'eat" and \r'J i ng ch i rnneys and foundat i cln~ the 
flush-sheathed tt"ia'(lgulat"' pedirne'(lt and its ot"'Y'late lunette-'cr"'ow'ned 
window - retains its integrity and is exceptionally finishedw 
Ins :i de? the eat"' 1 y G)· ... e e k I~ e v i val sty I e po s tan d I i 1"'1 t e ], m a.-n tel sarI C! 

surrounds downstairs and the late Federal mantels of the wing and 
ups t a i'\'" S t"' 0 om s, co u pIe d wit h the han d so rn e w 0 ,:1 d - g r'" a i '(I i n 9 0 f the 
doors and marbleizing of the downstairs hall's baseboards, 
represen't their styles at their most finely crafted and unaltered 
be st. The s i g n i f i can ceo f the d weI lin g , bot hat ... chi. t e c t u t'" B. 1 1 Y a '(I d 
his tot ... i cally, i!":3 f u t ... the t... fr1 a t'" ked by its pIa n . A ~3 ide - hal 1 t ... 0 tat e c1 
90 degrees (see discussion in statement of description), the only 
use of the plan in that fashion in the county, it suggests local 
contacts with those areas where the side-hall plan was in 
fashion, the counties along the border to Granville's east and 
the distant, difficult to reach coastal plain of North Carolina. 
The relative opulence of the dwelling also suggests the way of 
life of a wealthy local planter before the Civil War and the 
maintainence of that way of life by large bright leaf growers 
after the conflict. (See associated Historic Contexts 1 and 2 -
The Plantation Era in Granville County, 1746-1865, and Bright 
Leaf Tobacco aYld RI.n"'a 1 Gr'anv i 11 e Count y? 1866-1937) 

Col . T a y lot"? S d weI lin g i s f u ) .... the ).... 0 f pat ... tic IJ 1 at... his to)'" i cal 
significance during both the plantation and bright le~f eras when 
taken in its setting with its accompanying outbuildingsw 
Graciously sited in a grove of oaks on property hjstorically 
associated with it, the house retains three mortised and tenoned, 
pre-Civil War outbuildings - a smokehouse, a tall building said 
to have been a pigeon house during the ninteenth century and a 
large building that perhaps originally served as an air cure 
tobacco barn. The two latter buildings were used during the 
bright leaf era as packhouses; other contributing buildings from 
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that era include two log tobacco barns and a frame corn crib. 
The property has been in use as a traditional bright leaf tobacco 
farm within the past fifty years; its period of significance has 
been assigned a closing date of 1937~ however, because it has not 
achieved exceptional significance within the past half century. 

Rob e r" t T a y lOr'"' (1 777 - 1 847) , Col . I~ i c h a r" d P. T i:\ y I 0 ).", S fat h e '(' , 
owned the land upon which the house was built, having purchased 
1248 acres of land in the area in 1819 from Elisha Battle [Deed 
Boo H. Z? P age 2 1 ] • Hew a s 1 i v i n g i Y'I 0 x for'" din 1 840 ace 0 r" din 9 t 0 

the federal census of 1840, probably too old to have desired a 
new h 0 use? and the d weI 1 i n 9 was b u i Ito n his 'p Y' 0 per'"' t y for' his 
son, Col. Richard Pelham Taylor (1812-1870). At the same time an 
a I most i deY'li; i C'c.~ 1 house was bu i I t at the sout her'n )'''each ()f h 15 

p'r"clpe'r"t y fo'r" another" son, f~r"ch i ba 1 d ,R i chay'd' s hal f--bl"-'cd; he'('. I y, 

his w i 1 1, Rob e '(' t T a y loy' [ Dee d Boo k 1 7 , P age 127? P )"" 0 bat f? d 1 8 '+ 7 J 
dee de d the h 0 u f:) f? toR i c h a r" din t r" us t ( the w ill j, n die ate s t h,3 t 
Ric h a ~-, d w E\ S a 5 e r" i 0 us deb tOY' ) and the 0 the~'" rl 0 use, 0 u t 'r" i 9 h t '1 t 0 

Archibald. Although not as wealthy as his father~ who divided 46 
slaves among his heirs in his will, Richard did own 11 slaves at 
the taking of the 1850 census. 

I n 1 8 (3 (; Col. T a y 1 0 'r'" she i 'r" s sol d the est ate t 0 J 0 5 e ph 
Ben j a fn i YI P a 'r" ham (1 84 7 - 1 897 ) and his w i fe, Em rn a Jan e ( H U YI t) P a ~ ... h a fIl 
( 1 850 - 1 905 ) [ Dee d Boo I-{ L~ 9 ~ P age 5 1 9 ] . I t has r" e fll a i )'"1 e din t hat 
family since, subsequently owned by the Parhams~ son and 
daughter-in-law, George (1876-1915) and Addie (Floyd) Parham 
(1883-1958), and by their granddaughter, Fannie (Parham) Ward. 
It is now bei)'"lg 'r"enovated by, Fannie Wa'r"d's Y'liece, LiYlda Pa'r'\ham~ 



Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C. 

Granville County ~vills. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C. 

Interview with Davis Smith. August, 1986 

IntervievJ" with Linda Parham. April, 1987. 

United States l1anuscript Censuses. Microfilm located at Richard H. Thornton Public 
Library, Oxford, N.C. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Su~ey# ________________________________ _ 
Drecorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # ___________________ _ 

D See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[!] State historic prese~ation office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
DOther 
Specify repository: 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property ___ a_p_p_r_OX_lI!l_o a_te_I_y_I_u_a_c_r_e_s ___________________ _ 

UTM References 
A lJd 1 Ji 21 d q, 41 d 1 41 01 21 31 91 71 01 BUuJ 1712101819101 141012131918101 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

C lJd 17 12 iO Is !l 0 I ~ 0 b 13 tz 0 0 1 D UuJ 1712101919101 141012131710101 

CJSee continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description The boundary of the Col. Richard P . Taylor: I-rouse is the entire 
ten acre parcel owned by Frances P. Hard \vhich is delineated in the accompanying 1964 
survey map of the property of the heirs of George Y. Parham. 

D See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification The boundaries which follow the property lines of Frances 
P. Ward as delineated on the accompanying 196L~ survey map of the heirs of George Y. 
Parham, includes the house, outbuildings, and oak grove that have been a historic part 
of the property, maintain historic integrity, and convey the property's historic setting. 
The property outside these boundaries has been excluded because it has been divided into 
several parcels owned by different family members~d no 19n~~r retatins the historic 
integri ty of being a single farm. LJ See conttnU tlon sheet 

name/title Marvin A. Brovm Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historian 
organization Granville County-Oxford Historic Survey date _8.....:./_1_7.....:./_8_7 __ --::---:--:--------
street & number P.O. Box 1556(State Historic Pres. Office)telephone 919-693-1491 
city or town Oxford state N.C. zip code 27565 
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